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Woolner Indological Series-
ITS DEDICATION
1. The Noble Couple

My revered teacher of sacred memory, the late Dr.
Alfred Cooper Woolner was a brilliant pupil of that well-
known master of details Professor A.A. Macdonell of Qxford.
He was twenty-five when he joined the Panjab University
at Lahore in 1903 as its Registrar as well as the Principal
of its Oriental College. He held the Registrar’s post till
1950 after which he was made, first, the Dean of University
Instruction and subsequently, in 1928, the Vice-Chancellor.
Simultaneously, he remained in the Principal’s Chair till
he breathed his last on January 7, 1936. Whichever office
he occupied, he brought to bear on it the noble impression
of his gifted personality, thereby adding to its honour
and dignity. He had completely identified himself with
the University. Indeed, it could be said of him with great
aptness that he and the University formed one, indivisible
whole. One could never think of the one without thinking
of the other. He was in his fifty-eighth year and at the
height of his glory when he fell ill and passed away in
harness, leaving behind his devoted wife, a Jarge number
of friends and admirers and hundreds of pupils to mourn
his irretrievable loss.

In his personal life, he was an embodiment of
simplicity, frugality and hard work. He was very
abstemious and perfect teetotaller. A man of quiet nature,
homely habits and simple style of living, he was devoted
to books, and enjoyed walks, in the company of his wife,
along the banks of brooks. He would invariably spend
his vacation in the midst of wild nature in the hills and,
at itsend, go a-hiking for a hundered miles or so. He
was kind, generous and upright in his dealings with all,
and was like a fond father to his pupils. He would love



AR Y

\

vili DEDICATION

to do all he could for them, And, to those of them
with a special aptitude for scholarship, he wasa never-
failing friend, guide and patron. Himself an ideal
student throughout his life, nothing pleased him better
than young men taking pains to aquire the habit of
marshalling facts before making ill-founded generalisations
and proclaiming new discoveries. He was averse 10 all
humbug. The idealof hislife is beautifully summed up
in his following Vedic epitaph, engraved in Devanagari
characters and accompanied by its rendering into English :

qadY A1 g TAT |
amdy At safara
qeiafsad My )

“Lrom the Unreal lead me unto the Real ;
From Darkness lead me unto Light;
From Death lead me unto Life Eternal.”’

That epitaph was the selection of his wife, Mrs, Mary
Emily Woolner who rightfully claimed that it expressed
those noble sentiments which her husband loved the most, So
Jong as the tomb remains intact at Lahore, it will serve as a
standing testimony to the universally attuned Indian cultural
background of that angelic English lady herself. Consonant
with the highest reach of universal Sanskrit culture, she
not only gave her husband best love and devotion as his
due, but also worshipped him, literally, as her eternal hero.
And when, at last, Providence called him to eternal
rest, she passed every moment of the period of her survival,
eight years and eleven days, in thinking of him when she was
awake and in dreaming of him when she was asleep. Thus,
she worshipped him to her last in the shrine of her heart.
India was dear to her, Veda and Sanskrit were dear to her,
because her Alfred had made the former his home and the
latter his life-interest. This seemingly frail but really heroic
woman had her cternal merger in the hero of her heart
on January 18, 1944, bequeathing, practically, her entire
estate to the Panjab University towards creation, after the
name of her life-hero, of research scholarships at the



DEDICATION iz

Oriental College and of a Chair as well as a Lecture
Foundation at our Institute for advancement of Sanskritic
studies.

2. The Great Benefactors

My contact with Dr. Woolner began in 1915 when as
an Honours under-Graduate I had the privilege of first
sitting at his feet. During the years 1917-1919, I had the
rare advantage, in my Post-graduate studies, of receiving his
exclusive attention, because, as chance would have it, there
was no other student in my class, This opportunity,
combined with the guidance that I had from him during the
next two years of my incumbency as a Research Scholar at
the University, really provided me with the necessary
grounding on which I have been able to do my humble bit
to this day.

When in the early twenties, our Institute was
established at Lahore and we launched our Vedic
Lexicographical Project, which is still in progress, we
continued to have the constant benefit of Dr. Woolner’s
valuable consultation and support. His extempore
Presidential Address to the Seventh All-India Oriental
Conference (Vedic Section), held at Baroda in 1933, was
briefly recorded in the Proceedings and Transactions of the
Session of the Conference (pages 3 and 4). Out of a total
of 61 lines of the record, as many as 27 gave an account of
our aforesaid project in the following words :

“A more detailed descripition was then given of a
monumental Dictionary—Vaidika-$abdartha-parijata being
prepared by Pandit Vishva Bandhu of the Vishveshvaranand
Research Institute, Vedic Ashram, Lahore. Each article of
this Dictionary gives: (1) Derivation and Etymology,
(2) Complete record of citations with references, (3) the
various interpretations, classified and reviewed.

“The first fasciculus with the Introduction and &4
articles was published in 1929, It was well received and
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appreciated by many scholars, The work has been continued
during the last three years, and about 500 articles are now
ready. Publication has been delayed, parily, in order to
profit by a number of suggestions made by scholars with
reference to the first instalment and, partly, on account of
the attention being given to the work of indexing. This
indexing is considered to be a necessary ancillary to the
dictionary. A complete Word-Index is being prepared of all
Vedic literature comprising the Samhitas, Brahmanas,
Aranyakas, Upanisads and Sntras: Of this Vaidika-
Padanukrama-Kosa, the second volume comprising the
entire vocabulary of the Bralmanas and Aranyakas has been
prepared and is being printed. Three other volumes remain
to be completed. Every entry has been textually checked,
classified, grammatically analysed and arranged under its
proper radical and properly accented [from accented texts].
Often there are critical notes on the reading or accent.”

It is a privilege and pleasure of mine to state here that
Dr. Woolner’s benedictions in this behalf have borne fruit
in that the Concordance Section of the Project has since
been completed in Volumes I-V, subdivided, altogether, into
16 Parts, covering about 11,000 pages and that work on the
Dictionary Section of the Project is now being reorganised.

The great benefactor of the Institute kept up in his
loving heart the same deep and zealous interest in the
progress of its work, literally, up to the end of his noble
activity on this earth. For, so did it come to pass that the
last thing written in his hand was a personal note written on
the 17th December, 1935, addressed to Sir George Anderson
the then Education Commissioner with the Government of
India, pressing for the Institute being favoured with a
grant-in-aid of Rs, 50,000/- towards its aforesaid Vedic
Lexicographical Project. That very day he was overtaken
by the illness from which, alas, he could not recover, How
pathetic but, also, how wonderful, indeed !

Mrs. Woolner cherished exactly the same noble senti-
ments and high ideas as her husband did. Therefore, when
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the present writer exercised the privilege of suggesting to
her the aforesaid epitaph, she at once appreciated the idea
and agreed to it. A Vedic text, covering the last remains of a
Christian, was to be for all time a unique cultural testament
declaring the fundamental harmony of the human heart.
When generations pass and the conception of essential unity
of all the faiths, that can uphold the man in us all, supplies
the common basis for all human action, this event might
receive its legitimate recognition as a very significant fore-
runner of the coming manifestations on the canvas of
universal human culture:; For obvious reasons, however, the
denominational and imperial setting of the time would not
permit anything like this taking place. So, there was bitter
opposition from the high official circles to the proposal. But
Mrs. Woolner was adamant. She had taken a position from
which she would not budge an inch. In the end, they did
as she wished, thereby encircling the world with a cultural
monument, replete with great significance for the coming
generations and a high potential for developing into a place
of universal pilgrimage.*

Two years later, in the course of a special talk I had
with her, she took me into her full confidence regarding
her intended Will. Thereafter, she went back to England
and from there told me in her letter of July 17, 1939, *I
have been staying in Suffolk with old friends there, also
visiting my lawyers, seeing everything was in order.
Sanskrit Research and your Institute will benefit at my death
and further, eventually.”

Giving expression to her great love for India, she wrote
to mein her letter of July 9, 1942, “If you can, in your
beautiful philosophy, advise me how I can best comfort
myself when I cannot rise above such a selfish depression, I
shall indeed welcome it...... All you said to me before I left
Lahore, is ever in my memory, I prize it exceedingly and all
your letters I guard and value...... how deeply I admire the

*The related cemetery lies between the Lahore West (Mianmir)
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splendid way in which you continue to carry on your noble
work’. ... (and continued, quite prophetically) “Yes, I feel
sure your reward is awaiting you. My love for India is so
deep, and with all iny heart, I trust the issue of this world
chaos will work for India’s great and lasting benefit.”” And
in her letter of November 8, 1943, being the last one that I
could have from her, she said, ‘“How I wish I could see and
talk with you, to be able to settle many problems that are
now disturbing my mind...... A few minutes’ talk with you
will be consoling. Your wise and great help through these
days is a continual support and I feel indeed grateful to
have such a true Indian friend.” Obviously, her relative,
Thompson, correctly observed in his letter of March 9, 1944
“Her heart and all her thoughts were in India...... It is most
unlikely that she would have been satisfied to settle down
here after the war.”

3. The Dedication

It is to the ever sacred memory of these noble specimens
of humanity and loving benefactors of our Institue thar,
as decided by our Management, a new scries of research and
cultural works is most veverently and gratefully dedicated.
This Mary Emily Woolner and Alfred Cooper Woolner
Indological Series or, simply, Woolner Indological Series
will incorporatie works of research and cultural interest
pertaining to all aspects of Indology, namely, studies in and
text-editions, of Indian languages, literatures, religions,
philosophies, histories, arts and sciences and other allied
disciplines, Hallowed be for ever the two mnoble names
which this series now goes forth to commemorate !

Most respectfully subscribed.

VISHVA BANDHU
General Editor
V. V. R. INSTITUTE,
SADHU ASHRAM, HOSHIARPUR,
Independence Day,
15th August, 1973,
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